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persons of all shades of political opinion upon the Isthmus
that this course was undertaken with some hesitancy and
even misgiving, and that after San Francisco the trend was
all in favor of bolstering the supremacy of the United
Nations over any regional system. The Alfaro draft incor-
porates such an idea and, significantly, met the opposition
of both the United States and Argentina, two nations often
at loggerheads within the Americas on other issues.
The causes for this are not difficult to ascertain. In the
first place the presence of the Yanqui Canal Zone across
her territory creates political, social, and economic prob-
lems for Panama vis-ci-vis the United States which are
entirely foreign to the present situation of any other Latin
American state. The tremendous pressures of North
American influences in almost every phase of Panamanian
life cause the Republic's leaders, of virtually every party,
to instinctively seek to find in the United Nations, as once
they so futilely did in the League of Nations, a possible
counterpoise to Yanqui power. They frankly do not regard
the Inter-American System as the completely adequate
answer because of the practical realities of their position.
The controversy with the United States over the Defense
Bases since 1945, considered in the next chapter, and the
effects upon Panama's national economy of demobilization
in the Canal Zone and the operation of the Government
Commissaries there, have all been factors in very recent
history which tended to confirm these attitudes. This
writer has been impressed by the unanimity with which
these views were expressed to Trim, by members of other-
wise hopelessly divided factions in Panama's torrid politi-
cal scene. Such leaders as Enrique Jimenez, Eicardo
Alfaro, Harmodio Arias, Daniel Chanis, and Arnulfo Arias
can apparently meet on this ground, if no other, because
it touches the very wellsprings of Panama's national pride.